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WELCOME 
TheGallery and exhibition introduction

Where does street art now belong: in the 
back alleys of our urban centres or on the 
white walls of the gallery? Can it belong 
in both? What happens when the urban 
calligraphy of tags and stencils is subsumed 
by the auction house, and why do we feel a 
sense of loss when the raw energy of street 
art, of urban writing, is absorbed by the 
mainstream media, and effectively tamed. 
Why is it that some of our best illicit art is 
promptly ripped off the wall, taken out of its 
context and seized into private hands? 

One of our best public artists argues that 
to remove a piece of authentic street art 
from its location is like domesticating a wild 
animal, neutering its intensity and robbing it 
of the potential to challenge the status quo.

And we have more questions: how do you 
actually monetise public art? Why is some 
street art regarded as illegal and some 
revered as a national icon? How can any 
urban artist retain their street cred as 
well as maintain their credit in the bank? 
What are to make of the ephemera and 
the accessories – the T-shirts, the caps, 
balloons, badges and stickers – that now 
convey so much of the compelling graphic 
design that was once only on the street? With panache and provocation, this exhibition 

brings the street indoors and addresses these 
questions, and maybe more.

Drawing on extensive private collections, street 
photography, and the imagery of brandalism 
and subvertising, the exhibition will offer some 
provocations for debate and deliberation; 
there will be artwork, originals, fakes and 
counterfeits. There will be spray and stencil, 
tag and typeface. short films and long texts, 
posters, prints and propaganda.

And above all, we’ll create a discourse that 
focuses on legality, lawfulness, and laughter, 
because above all much of the art in this 
show effuses wit, wackiness and wisdom, in 
unusually unequal measure.



 “ Imagine a city where graffiti wasn’t 
illegal, a city where everybody 
could draw whatever they liked. 
Where every street was awash with 
a million colours and little phrases. 
Where standing at a bus stop was 
never boring. A city that felt like a 
party where everyone was invited, 
not just the estate agents and 
barons of big business. Imagine 
a city like that and stop leaning 
against the wall – it’s wet. ”

Banksy



LET’S MAKE!
Workshops brief

This workshop can be adapted to a range 
of ages/year groups, can be taught as a 
single lesson or extended to be a small Art 
project spreading over a couple of weeks. 
Research tasks on the artist can also be 
set as homework in advance as part of 
the preparation for the workshop. The 
workshop could be easily adapted to be 
delivered remotely due to it not requiring 
access to technology and the easily 
accessible materials used.

Materials

 » Template of the Banknote (Students   
 could design their own template digitally  
 as a mini graphics project)
 » A4 cartridge paper
 » Coloured pencils/pens
 » Pencils 
 » Erasers 
 » Black fine liners/Marker pens

(This workshop could also be delivered 
digitally using Adobe illustrator/photoshop 
with graphics students)

To prepare

 » Print a selection of images from the  
 exhibition for students to take inspiration

Street artist Banksy produced 1 million pounds 
worth of ten pound notes where he changed 
the image of the Queen to an image of Princess 
Diana. Changing it further he removed Bank of 
England to say Bank of Banksy! In this workshop 
we want you to take inspiration from the 
exhibition and redesign a new banknote, adding 
features that are important to you. 



THE STEPS
Workshop task breakdown

1. 
On a piece of blank paper, students will start to mind 
map out ideas for their own design of a banknote.  

 » What would the new bank be called?
 » What colour would your banknote be?
 » English bank notes have 2 people on them (one on   

 each side. On the first side is a picture of the queen,  
 our head of state, a figurehead for the country. If you  
 were to want to, who would you replace the queen   
 with on your bank note? (would you like to be a head  
 of state! If not who would you choose?)
 » On the second side of English bank notes we have  

 important people from our history. Artists and   
 writers such as JMW Turner (£20) and Jane Austin  
 (£10), famous leaders such as Sir Winston Churchill   
 (£5) and scientists, entrepreneurs, and engineers  
 such as Alan Turing (£50), Matthew Boulton and  
 James Watt (£50). If you were to choose a person to  
 go onto a bank note, who would you choose, and  
 why? Are they living or dead, young or old? Are they   
 real or fictional, human or not, we don’t mind as long  
 as you justify your decision?
 » How much would your banknote be worth? 

2.
Using the banknote template students can start to draw 
their new design.

3. 
Once students are happy with their design, they can 
start to add colour to their banknote. Will it be a single 
colour or multi coloured?

4. 
To finish students can use a black fine liner to highlight 
or add details to their banknote. 

Think about
 Shapes | Tone | Pattern | Colour



LET’S THINK  
ABOUT THIS
As a class, students are to lay out their 
work and as a group discuss the outcomes 
of the workshop. 

As a group start to discuss who they 
decided to be featured on their banknotes 
and why?

The Bank of England has been issuing 
banknotes for over 300 years, but how does 
the group think banknotes might change 
in the next 300 years? What might they be 
made of or will we still need them?

How has the group used colour in their 
banknotes?

Which banknotes stand out and why? (Key 
design features)
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