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academic qualifications carrying exemption from the exams. This is normally
achieved by three years of full-time academic study leading to Part 1, followed by a
year in practice. Part 2 requires a further two years of full-time study. This is then
normally followed by a second year in practice, which may be undertaken
concurrently with part-time study for Part 3. Completion of all elements of this
process is prerequisite to entry on the register. This route is also adopted by the
Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) as a condition of membership. Students
seeking to complete practical training experience should acquaint themselves with
the current rules operated by the ARB and RIBA, and seek additional advice from the
course Professional Studies Advisor.

The criteria for courses offered in satisfaction of Parts 1 and 2, as academic
qualifications are published in the QAA Benchmark Statement, Architecture 2010
(www.qaa.ac.uk) and are shared with the ARB and RIBA.

The BA (Hons) Architecture is written to comply with Architects Registration Board
(ARB) Part 1 for prescription and RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) Part 1
validation. (Both accreditations are subject to separate processes, periodic review
and course changes review).

See ARB: Information for new entrants to architecture courses.
This leaflet is available to download on the ARB website:
http://www.arb.org.uk/qualifications/information for students/student handbook/defa

ult.php

See RIBA for general enquires on study and membership:
http://www.architecture.com/EducationAndCareers/BecomingAnArchitect/Becominga
narchitect.aspx

Course Aims

The course aims to:

1. Develop a comprehensive understanding and working knowledge of architectural
design to reflect the philosophy of the course;

2. Develop your understanding of specific design skills, their application and
relationship to architectural design and apply these through the making of
architectural propositions;

3. Develop your understanding of architectural practice within a social context, as
part of the creative and construction industries, and the role of regulation;

4. Develop an understanding of the historical, contextual and theoretical issues
which give to architecture its specific identity and significance as a discipline;

5. Encourage an understanding of the relationship between theory, history and
practice;

6. Develop knowledge of the related specialisms of architectural technology and
environmental control and apply these in coherent integrated design;






AUB Regulatory Framework and Undergraduate Assessment Regulations
ARB Criteria for Prescription (revised January 2010)

RIBA Criteria for Validation (revised January 2010)

Article 3 Architects’ Directive 85/384/EEC

Learning and Teaching Strategies

A wide range of delivery methods will be used during the course, including:

Practical Workshops

Competence in using workshop equipment and in working with a range of methods
and materials is developed through sessions of practical activity within the studio
and/or workshop led by a tutor or technician tutor.

Demonstrations

Certain technical processes and applications are best understood by observing the
correct procedure. Normally a demonstration by a lecturer or technician
demonstrator is followed by an opportunity for you to practise the procedure for
yourself.

Studio Practice

This describes learning through practical work in support of a project or negotiated
Learning Agreement, and the production of work in the studio environment, including
related resources. Studio practice may be unsupervised independent study or
timetabled with technician support.

Projects

These are periods of directed group or individual study in which a brief is set by a
member of staff or a visiting lecturer. The brief usually requires you to address a
particular theme through research, critical analysis and creative development.
Projects are devised to promote a variety of individual responses and are not
intended to prescribe the scope for personal creativity. Projects state the Aims and
Learning Outcomes of the unit they are a part of and provide you with assessment
requirements and criteria. Projects are always expressed in a written brief and
usually introduced in a briefing session by the tutor with visual examples and
references.

Critiques

Critiques are held at various stages and at the conclusion of some projects. You are
required to present work to your year group, and explain your thinking together with
reasons and factors which shaped it. You are encouraged to contribute actively in
critiques by way of argument and debate.

Presentations

These are similar to critiques. However, a presentation will be more specific in
providing an opportunity for you to present a particular aspect of your work to your
peers and staff.

Lectures

Lectures are used to introduce new concepts and ideas and to underpin student
activity in both theoretical and practical subjects. The purpose of lectures is not only
to provide the necessary information on which the course work is based, but also to
provide a springboard for further individual enquiry.
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