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ETHICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF RESEARCH ASSESSMENT











BA (HONS)/MA/MRES






Project Start and End date
Student Contact info.


(Name)
(Email)
(Phone)
(Level)
(Student number)
XX/XX/20XX – XX/XX/20XX





Project Title


E.g. Major project
(…)
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Project purpose


Please describe any expected outcomes. Examples below.
Describe the purpose and the background rationale for your proposed primary research.

· The problem context will be more clearly defined
· Participant movement behaviours will be identified
· Observations will clarify user consumption patterns
· Beliefs and assumptions (e.g. unconscious bias) will be revealed
· A product or service will be developed that attempts to address the problem
 (…)

The purpose of the project is to…





State the hypotheses/research questions that you will examine through your primary research.


The hypothesis is that…
The research questions are…


[image: ]Recruitment
Please state clearly how the participants will be identified, approached and recruited. Include any relationship between yourself (the researcher) and the participant(s).
What research method will you use (i.e. a survey, an interview)? Please describe how your primary research will be structured and why. Delete as appropriate.

Research Methods






· In-person Survey/Questionnaire
· Take-away Survey/Questionnaire
· Online Survey/Questionnaire
· In-person Interview
· Phone/Email Interview
· Cultural Probe
· Focus group
· Product Testing
· Observational Research
· Photos/Films
· Voice Recording
· (…)
· In-person, e.g. street survey, interview
· Email, e.g. cold email
· Phone call, e.g. cold call, or planned
· Text message, e.g. invitation to survey + link
· Social Media networks, e.g. Facebook survey ling
· Online Survey, e.g. Google Forms
· (…)









Please show any recruitment advertisements or messages used to your tutor before using them.






Confidentiality and anonymity
Describe the process that the investigator will be using to obtain valid consent. If consent is not to be obtained say why. If the participants are minors or for other reasons are not competent to consent, describe the proposed alternate source of consent. Some examples may include:
Consent

Will participants be anonymous? (i.e. The identities of participants are not known to the researcher, and no identifying information is collected). Yes/No

If participants are not anonymous, will participant data be kept confidential? (i.e. will the researcher separate the participant identities from the data they provide, and take care not to include data which might identify participants in the research report?). Yes/No

Or will participant data be attributed. Yes/No
Some examples include:
· Option to be anonymous or named
· Referenced by job title or org
· Identified through code, e.g. PERSON A
· (…)





· Signed AUB-supplied consent forms
· Verbal consent
· Online survey project description, e.g. Text stating ‘By clicking submit, I agree to give consent to take part’.
· Parent or guardian gives consent
· Phone, email or text
· (…)







Please also email your tutor an Interview Consent Form, an Activity Consent Form or a consent statement that will accompany a survey.
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Participant withdrawal
Participants as subjects

Describe the type, number and important characteristics of your participants (e.g. age, gender, location, affiliation, level of fitness, intellectual ability etc). Add detail or delete as appropriate.
Participants have the right to withdraw at any time/up to the project end date (stated on page one).




By checking this box ‘Y’, I confirm that I will delete all forms of their data.

· Friends
· Family
· Flatmates
· Social Media networks, e.g. Facebook, Twitter, email
· Public
· Work colleagues
· University students
· University staff
· Professionals
· (…)







Feedback
Does the study involve:


How will participants be provided with feedback on your study following the investigation. Some examples may include:

‘Y’ = YES / ‘N’ = NO

Participation of people other than the researchers?

Note: ‘Participation’ includes both active participation (such as when participants take 
part in an interview) and cases where participants take part in the study without their knowledge 
and consent at the time (for example, crowd
behaviour research).

Vulnerable groups, such as children and young people aged under 18 years; those with learning disability, or cognitive or physical impairments?

Research that induces or results in or causes anxiety, stress, pain or physical discomfort, or poses a risk of harm to participants (which is 
more than is expected from everyday life)?

Risk to the personal safety of the researcher?

Deception or research that is conducted 
without full and informed consent of the participants at time study is carried out? 

Risk to animals?


?
?

· None
· Participants may request a copy of the findings
· Courtesy follow-up phone call/email/text
· Invitation to view final product, e.g. link to website, exhibition or private view
· Participants may be anonymous, so I will be unable to provide feedback
· Email address provided in survey/questionnaire
· (…)






?




?




Storage, Access + Disposal


Describe what research data will be stored, where, for what period of time, the measures that will be put in place to ensure security of the data, who will have access to the data, and the method and timing of disposal of the data. Some examples may include:


?



?


· Data will be stored on a password-protected hard drive.
· Data will be stored for up to X years and then disposed of.
· Data will be accessible through my process book by myself, fellow students, tutors and external examiners.
· Data will be on display at the grad show.
· (…)
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Outline any potential risks to individuals including you, the researcher, research participants and any other individuals not involved in the research. Explain what measures will be taken to minimise any risks, and what plans are in place in the event of a mishap.
Outline any potential benefits to individuals including you, research participants and any other individuals.
Benefits
Risks




Benefit examples:
· Insights gained for the researcher
· Help define problem context for researcher
· Solution to problem is designed 
· Insights gained for the participant
· Increase in knowledge and awareness of problem
· Positive behaviour-change for participant
· (…)



Risk examples:
· Risk to the personal health and safety of the researcher(s)
· Risk to the personal health and safety of the participant(s)
· Risk of causing stress, anxiety or humiliation
· Risk to personal, organisational or AUB reputation
· (…)

Mitigation examples:
· Buddy-up / Tell someone what you are doing
· Don’t give out personal info, e.g. personal address/email
· (…)
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(…)
XX/XX/20XX
I submit this form as an accurate and final description of the ethical considerations of the primary research I wish to conduct for the project. I understand that if the plans raise concerns with my tutors they will take my plans to the School Ethics Adviser or AUB Research Office for further consideration before I get approval to begin primary research.
Name

Date

Student signature

[image: ]XX/XX/20XX
(…)
XX/XX/20XX
(…)
This project is deemed to represent:
· Minimal risk and approved
· More than minimal risk and approved
· More than minimal risk and has been forwarded to School Ethics Adviser for further consideration.

?
?
?
Name

Date

School Ethics Adviser signature


i) This project is deemed to represent:
· Minimal risk
· More than minimal risk
· Complex or sensitive risk and will be forwarded to Research Ethics Committee for further consideration.
ii) I believe that the ethical issues have been considered and appropriate measures have been taken and the project is approved.
iii) Comments/further work required before approval can be given:
(…)
?
?
?
?
Support by School Ethics Adviser

Name

Date

Unit Tutor signature

Support by Unit Tutor
(…)
(…)
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