ACCOMMODATION
Just as you're not all studying the same
course, we know our students like different
styles of places to live. There's a range of
halls of residence, each offering something
unique – modern self-contained studio flats
to more traditional en-suite rooms in
cluster flats in the town centre.

For information about our
accommodation options,
visit aub.ac.uk/accommodation
AUB will prioritise applications from
International students, care leavers and
disabled students.
Alternatively, you may wish to opt for living
in private rented accommodation. AUB has
a specialist house-hunting website,
StudentPad, with properties from local
accredited landlords.

Our students also use the Facebook AUB
Accommodation page to find private
rented accommodation and through our
dedicated Accommodation Day, we can put
you in touch with other students looking
for accommodation, helping you to form
house-sharing groups.
When renting a private property most
landlords will ask International students for
a UK guarantor. If you are unable provide a
guarantor you could be asked to pay 6 or 12
months’ rent in advance. Housing Hand can
act as your guarantor for a fee, there are
other companies which can do the same.
We advise to check all the details carefully
before signing any agreement and giving
them any money.

You can also contact AUB Student Services
studentadvice@aub.ac.uk
+44 (0)1202 363780

Bedding and study pack
AUB does not provide bedding for students
in our Halls of Residence as standard, but
you will be given the option to request this
when you receive your offer of a room in
halls.

A mattress will always be provided, but you
will need to arrange a duvet, blankets, linen
and pillows separately.
You may also wish to book bedding and
other items through a third party company:
UniKitOut
Click2Campus

Television and broadband (WiFi)
If you plan to watch television in the UK, you
will probably need to pay for a ‘TV Licence’.
If you are caught without a TV Licence when
you should have one, you may be fined.
You can find out more information about
whether you need a TV Licence and how to
pay here.
Some accommodation comes with a TV
Licence already paid for, as part of the rent,
so always double check before you pay.
All modern televisions will automatically
come with ‘Freeview’ TV, which costs
nothing to watch other than the TV licence
fee and includes many channels. Some
students choose to take out a contract with
a cable or satellite TV provider, which can
provide a greater range of channels as well
as ‘On Demand’ television and films.

Many of these contracts come as part of
a deal with a broadband and telephone
package, which can work out quite cheaply
per person in a house of five or six students.
If you don’t want to pay extra for television
you can also choose to take out just a
broadband and telephone contract. Most
deals will start with an introductory offer,
so do your research and make sure that you
have the best deal long-term.
The main providers of television and
broadband in the UK are:
Sky
Virgin Media
BT
Talk Talk
Plusnet
We recommend you use an independent
website such as uSwitch or Money
Supermarket, where you can compare the
latest rates and deals available, as well as
the broadband speed you can expect in
your area.

Energy and water supply
If you are living in Halls of Residence, you will
not need to arrange your energy and water
services, as these will be included in your
rent. Some private landlords also include
these services in your monthly rent, so do
check beforehand what the rent you are
paying covers.
If energy and water are not included in your
rent, you will need to make arrangements
for this at the beginning of your contract.
Sometimes, letting agents will help you
with this.
If your accommodation is in Bournemouth,
your water is supplied by Bournemouth
Water and your sewage services are
supplied by Wessex Water. If your
accommodation is in Poole, both your water
and sewage services will both be supplied
by Wessex Water. You will need to contact
these companies and inform them that you
have moved in and agree on a payment
plan. You can usually choose to pay per
month, or every three or six months. If you
have a water meter, you will pay for the
water that you use. If you do not have a
water meter, this will be a set amount based
on the size of your property.
For energy (gas and electric) you will usually
be able to choose which provider to use.

Do shop around to find the best offer or
tariff. A good website to use is uSwitch,
which provides independent advice on the
different rates and deals. You may also wish
to use Money Supermarket.

Council tax
Council Tax is a tax set by the local
government. The money is used to help pay
for services such as libraries, the police and
the fire brigade. It is based on the value of
the accommodation that you live in. Most
adults over 18 years old who are resident in
the UK have to pay council tax.
Usually, students in full-time education do
not need to pay council tax especially if they
are living in Halls of Residence. If you do
get sent a council tax bill contact Student
Services to see if you are eligible for an
exemption. Do not pay the bill until you have
spoken with Student Services. You may have
to pay a discounted amount if you are living
with people who are not students.
Please be aware that if you are arranging a
house share with other students and your
contract starts during the summer, you
may be asked to pay council tax for the
time before your course starts, even if you
are not living there yet or are even in the
UK. Make sure that you check this with your
landlord or landlady.

For further advice please contact
Student Services.

